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Th" ‘Clipper Visits
lel O’Connell

BY NANCY McCAFFERTY ~

Bill O'Oonnell

(Btll,O’Connell and his w1fe and 2 children. live on
Wintet: St )

He .wouldn t Thake any hard predtcuons sb I
couldn’t place my bets early but you know you've
et nner:‘when «you : shake:“hands -with - Bill
ole I"sports’ anchorman of.Channel 7. .

, 'sithe" variety I like the best,’" said O’Connell:
: “The sports writers for the Globe spectahze in a par-
icular- ‘sport-but we get to.do it all. I couldn’t think of
more interesting job.’’ The contents change from
to*'day‘rand while O’ Cotinell covers all the major
¥ ehshes the: chance to mclude unusual .or
; v s

i

passeSvsuc dxversmes.:fthat many»who" enter are
-astonished to- find their-talents and interests lie in
:areds they-hadn’t suspected :Not all like broadcasting
i :and ;yet“wish to remain.'in another aspect: of ‘the
busmess ‘For these, the. optlons are; mnumerable and
satlsfymg.

v:Many-people- fegl. they. can - walk out of BU or
somewhere and go.into TV reporting: This simply
,”’ :said O’Connell.. He said"this not.with
smng ess but a8 a straxghtforward fact.*As.in sport
itselfi;the; professxonals are 'so. good’ they make: it.
‘]ook’deceptively easy.’’ : .

.statlon.

s, rapacxous.~There qust

- Radio’s realm‘entom;
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The transmon from radio to television'isn’t always
successful: People who- grew. up :with radio. as: the
primary source of in-home entertainment: -will:retall
how. many famous radic’ stars:couldn’t. ‘adjust to
televxs.on + £'It’s -different;” saj¢ ’.O’Connell *t's
visual, people hdve t0-see what you re: -talking about,
‘A script, inust. be writtenrand timed to fit: theztape:
being used. Thexnost difficult part ofthie shift for.

: learmng ‘to:read: wlhiilé:looki: p-at,
pinion’ hatrad: allpyva

% etoplm‘

recomnienq" it'tg: anyohe ‘stattin v;q
‘the*boondocks for a- wlgle.
Ratheguseﬂ to do~weatheraat 1

MA‘ vy ..l".‘“ R s,'\h.v"

“The competitiort; for the,few afi sl :
b fen't t"tf!:%ﬁpmobs to go ..
‘around: Auditions'are held --fiiny;are called but:few:
are. chasen.” In”addition; Bostomnstst‘hedthwort.&ht
largest television: market in-the- country P;oduchon
d; company profits ca.n ’t“and won’t be.
sure \of ‘what ~
he's. clomg. Salanes depend upon-:the, sizé- of the:
‘market:iand” the’ populamy of .:the:, anchorman

O’Connejl -has . high  praise. for . competmg Station-
Channel.§'s Natahe Jacobson, who: not. only handles .
ell “but is- ‘a popular “fif gure m the Boston"‘

wcnuty '
“The, anchor spot on a televxsnon newsfprogram is
sumlar'to a finely balanced juggling-act.-The person
on:the screen doesn’t roll the .tape being. shown
behind. him :nor.does he controkithe;; hghts,' sqund,
camera, etc'~ 1t lsf-comparable toran ham J'eaetton-«‘_{

where thefmany working: partsagg gé‘a“ red, 1o
finish pmduct. If-spmething. goes wri‘in thin the
chair : ' t’s’ ~usu ly*ztheﬁahchor?han' who

ovid es an exp}ana Hon W ;tth eyes-

hands of the clock. O Connell told of the’ umehe was "~
covering 2 local football games. The mformatlon
came in ‘shortly-before air time and he forgot to
number the pages'of the script, a-device which helps
keep it in sync with the tape of the games. The pnc-
tures were in black and white, About 4 seconds into
the piece, he realized that he couldn’t determine
which team was which. There were no uniform colors
to help him identify which game was being shown
and everybody looks the same under a football

helmet. ‘I just kept reading,”” he said. *‘I never knew
. if it 'was"Harvard's ‘or BU’S game on'the screen
" .behind me. It's one of those things you hope will

never happén but occasionally does.” )
O’Connell’s working day begins at 3:30 pm, except
for the several ‘days a week he goes in earlier to tapea
special interest feature or coverl a press conference.
The job is full of the'joy of the unexpected. If there is
post-season play for an area professional team or a
momentous ‘event, sich as the Red Sox spring
training, the hours are longer and can get very

-peculiar. On normal days (is there such a thmg?) he

can leave the station by 11:45.-pm.



Charinel 7’s. sporting news is divided into 2 . Managers and-qwners-are aware of their team’s
segments, the first, '3%4: minutes long and the second -image and most:3trivé:for-harmonious rélations' with
lasts 2%4 minutes. New stories, scores and follow-up the press, some:mote &ﬁafnjhgleré-i :Connéllsaidithe :
reports must fit-into that time period. As long as an Celtics aretl‘}e,@asi@tgfa ‘feain to:AntervieWs e «
hour ‘or moré can'be -spent actually taping'a 23- Mmake:themselVes ateassible to the 'ﬁriters“%‘a*'it“l‘é'ﬁ
minute feature. In past years, that meant that a floor believed. that. serbach selects “his. players not
somewhere in the studio was covered with' cut film. only. for:theigiathletic -ability but- for. valuable ’
Now tape is used to-get action shots because of better qualitics:whichsmooth*and: soothe public opirion. .
color and clarity, there' is no. waiting for - film John Havlichiek:.is’a. genuine * :nice ‘guy.””, For out- *
development, and because it is reusable, making it ‘Staniding, ifidividual:interviews,  former Briuns*Ken
desirable fof econdmic reasons as:well. In reviewing ;Hodge'and Eddie-Westfall deserve mention. O’Con- ;
- the tape, thé'broddcasters record thé numbers.of the nell said that.the Bruins are cooperativetwithinter-
.~ sections of tape they intend to use. It is then given to views but some of the French Canadfan® layers feel

the video tape editor who coordinates it with the their-English isn’t polished enough for the.camera

reporter’s narration. That narration.must be timed to and-aré somewhat sh about speaking:up; With'
.:he' tape. O’Com;e“{gaye the example.of a.:§ing'le§' (hit);.Patr‘iQtS, ‘writers usua{ly go to. Spteve Ggl'ag‘;no;t}slt:t;:
in ‘baseball. On' tape;"it takes 10, or 11 seconds: It Nelson, because they are both well spoken and”can
cannot be shortetied. or:lengthened.and sos for- astutely-“sum: up a situation. The-Red Sox.dre;the
-mation must:be,igiveni-in-100r11::secondss” Sifice most "difficult. Carl Yastremski is'-great -with
television ‘is ‘visual}’ rily. com- everybody but there are a few players'who duck

_ posed segments’of-acti ¢

: ast: is . necessarily. ¢ ‘
P ts of-action verbalized by a report. It’s reporters and hide.in'the training room to avoid an
like the game-in which.a player must get 4ll the dif- interview. In circamstances such as these, it becomes
ferently shaped:pieces:into their-proper holes before Wncomfortable for.everyone else.
the timer goes off:and-jolts the pieces out of position. -The.super egos are there because the super talent is
“All of the.Channel 7 anchormen go out and do there, In:any: highly visible arena such as sports or
- field reporting. They are-backed by a team of spot television, for that matter, a balance must be struck
reporters who describe live events.or special features, SO that one’s self-image doesn’t interfere with one's
‘Fhe-persuasiqrizanidicontent .of -the, sto the; ability.’O’Connell said that there_are many athletes
territory-of  the sifidividuals., Photogra an; With.enormous egos who ‘have learned to.controlit:
3 ping; They-refuse to allow it to obliterate their chanée tc

o

n: - television, . Their : taping;

: Sia szor?_ .and:i‘i?n.,s log: the; platy g spclalrt'the{ love. Those who never learn to step
suitiaireporter’s narration; cam. outside themselves are not pleasant people to - be
. JEHARgE rine:. 1acts: Ol aw story: but, e single most exciting event O’Connell has wit-
;%Ré;@!ﬁmsf‘”. ' clarification ‘‘and. inter- nessed was the Celtic's. triple.overtime game: agains
ation. . AAspraducer- brings all of the"components’ Phoenix in Boston. Garden in 1976, *“It: was, un-
tagether, everyddy, several times a day and. when the believable,’ he said, “*Most basketball people: thiink
_program is presented-at 6 and 11 and the anchormen that was the best.performance ‘they’ve -ever..seen
“appear to’'be-hdving;such an urbane good time, it's Neither team would quit, absolutely incredible.””
unlikely that a viewer will reflect upon the hard work "~ Boston:is a sportstown. Hundreds of thousands o:

“that went before. - . ‘ - people live and die viear: i
- “An .interesting-technical 'side. to - television is an heroes and foliow tﬁei??‘gg:i‘fgtémlsl “t'ﬁgqa’.?::\g!:
:element called .the, chroma-key. It has. to. do with thap’s .contagious. Bill O’Connell, .in - his. deep
_colors.. The. chromakey. eliminates certain. colors, natural, easy voice, heralds-the news fans stay up.lat
brown or blue,Sometimes. both. If the-anchorman is for. His warmth and wit.beckon viewers.to:enter ths
~wearing the color the chroma-key has ¢liminated and world of competition and accomplishment; . It's:
that' color is'in the tape being shown on the screén talent-and this professional is:so gpod; he-raakes |
behind him, .the action:on-the tape (homerun, touch- jook easy. S S P
down, hockey fight) will show up on the clothes of ) o
that color. It must:be fascinating to watch a basket- .
ball game on-your tie. - T
There is also thermini-cam, a small, lighter por-
‘table camera whosé:arily cables run from-the‘camerd -
ghly:mobile, The big advan- -
Lini: is:that it is possible.to broadcast -
from :the. _scene. ‘There. -istn¢ “for . picture
‘developmént or neéd for a, ‘the?
studio to be in‘time:.for the news, .The.van is,parked
on a level higher-thajt the .camera’and ‘the" tape’is. .
micro-waved to'the'station. A reflector, pefched hiigh
-atop the Prudential Building, in Boston,:is used for?
this purpose. Hogever. niicro:waVes:do not bend:or.
" goarotind bhildings, so'there-must be'a stiaight line *
of vision from the'van to the.reflector. The most
practical way to do-this is'ioiput the:réflector ofithe
" highest point seen:from th&‘largest niimber of plates .
. inthecity, " . Mg e e e g <o E
- And ‘now, “b&CK 6. "Bill” Hi§ . dsSctiatiohT With™
television sports dates back to1966. He has been-in -
and out of locker, rooms,: shorts-facilities,. training -
camps and:. has:-séen-ienough “to ventire: a.few '
. opinions. (But he wouldn’t tell me who is going’to
- win'the World-Series);: @’ Connell rates the Celtics-as -
. the pro athletes insthe*best physical:condition, Con--
tinuous running for:48.minutes will do it every time.
Football: and hockey :players extend themselves in
frenzied spurts-and:then pause to regroup. Baseball
doesn’t .demand. the:unremitting movement-of the

othersports. . -




